
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – April 15, 2026 

 
Textron Systems Expands Operations with $5.8 Million Multi-Site Investment 

Expansion reinforces Slidell’s emergence as a hub for defense and advanced manufacturing  
 
SLIDELL, La. – Textron Systems Corporation, a Textron Inc. (NYSE: TXT) company, announced a 
$5.8 million multi-site investment across Southeast Louisiana to expand manufacturing and 
engineering operations of advanced military vehicles and naval systems for the United States and 
allied customers. The projects span three of the company's existing facilities in St. Tammany and 
Orleans parishes, positioning the company for continued long-term operations in the region and 
supporting growth of the state’s defense industrial base.  
 
These projects are expected to create 133 direct new jobs while retaining 761 current positions. 
Louisiana Economic Development estimates the project will result in an additional 223 indirect new 
jobs, for a total of 356 potential new job opportunities in the Southeast Region.  
 
“America’s military depends on strong domestic manufacturing, and Louisiana is building the 
equipment our service members and allies rely on,” Governor Jeff Landry said. “Textron Systems’ 
investment expands defense manufacturing and shipbuilding in Southeast Louisiana, strengthening 
our national defense and reinforcing our role in supporting America’s military.”  
 
Textron Systems is a leading defense contractor specializing in advanced military systems, marine 
craft and aerospace technologies, supporting critical U.S. defense programs. Textron Systems has 
maintained a presence in Southeast Louisiana since 1980, with operations in St. Tammany and 
Orleans parishes supporting defense manufacturing and marine systems for U.S. military programs.  
 
“Textron Systems is proud of our decades-long history of economic development and employment 
in the St. Tammany and Orleans parishes,” Textron Systems Senior Vice President Marine Systems 
Ryan Schaffernocker said. “Thanks to our partnership with the state of Louisiana, these capital 
investments and retention and hiring initiatives will enable us to support further growth in the 
community while enhancing our offerings to our U.S. military and international customers.”  
 
The projects will be developed in phases, beginning with investments at the Gause Boulevard facility 
in 2026, followed by expanded manufacturing capacity at the Stone Road. Operations will continue 
throughout each phase.  
 
“Textron Systems’ expansion across multiple sites in Southeast Louisiana reinforces our state’s 
leadership in advanced manufacturing while creating meaningful job opportunities for our people,” 
LED Secretary Susan B. Bourgeois said. “By layering innovation onto our existing strengths in 
manufacturing and shipbuilding, this investment strengthens Louisiana’s impact on critical defense 
programs and positions our workforce for long-term growth.”  
 
To secure the projects in the Southeast region, the state of Louisiana offered Textron Systems a 
competitive incentives package that includes the comprehensive workforce development solutions 



of LED FastStart and a $600,000 performance-based grant tied to equipment investments and 
infrastructure improvements. The company is also expected to participate in the state’s Industrial 
Tax Exemption and High Impact Jobs programs.  
 
“Textron Systems’ continued investment in Southeast Louisiana underscores the strength of our 
region as a hub for advanced manufacturing and defense innovation,” President and CEO of Greater 
New Orleans, Inc. Michael Hecht said. “From next-generation military vehicles to naval shipbuilding, 
these projects enhance the region’s role in supporting critical national defenses while driving job 
growth and investment. GNO, Inc. is proud to have worked with LED and St. Tammany Economic 
Development Corporation to help support this expansion through incentive coordination, workforce 
discussions with higher education partners and our ongoing collaboration with Textron Systems 
through the RAAMP initiative.”  
 
Project Details by Parish:  
 
St. Tammany Parish  
In St. Tammany Parish, Textron Systems is investing $5.8 million across two sites in Slidell. With 
these expansions, the company is expected to create 111 direct new jobs with an average annual 
salary of $95,600 which is 61% above the average St. Tammany Parish wage. LED estimates this 
investment will create 197 new indirect jobs.  
 
At its facility at 1010 Gause Blvd., Textron Systems will invest $5.3 million to support continued 
workforce growth and facility improvements. Work is expected to begin in mid-2026, with 
completion planned in 2027 while operations continue during construction.  
 
The company is also investing $500,000 at its Stone Road facility to advance engineering and 
development work for next-generation armored vehicle programs, including the ARV and XM30. 
This work supports ongoing engineering, testing and systems integration for next-generation vehicle 
programs. 
 
With continued investment from global leaders like Textron Systems, Slidell is emerging as a 
strategic hub for defense and advanced manufacturing. This growth aligns with federal priorities to 
strengthen domestic production capabilities and build resilient, technology-driven supply chains. As 
demand increases for advanced defense solutions, the region is well-positioned to support long-
term industry expansion and innovation. 
 
“This investment and the creation of more than 200 new jobs are a strong vote of confidence in 
Slidell’s workforce and business climate," Slidell Mayor Randy Fandal said. "These projects further 
establish Slidell as a growing hub for defense and advanced manufacturing, and we’re proud to 
support the opportunities they bring to our community.” 
 
Textron Systems’ decision to reinvest in St. Tammany by further strengthening its presence in Slidell 
reinforces the region’s role in supporting national defense initiatives. Equally critical to this 
investment is the strength and capacity of St. Tammany’s regional workforce and its ability to meet 
the evolving demands of the advanced manufacturing and defense industries.  
 
“This $5.8 million expansion not only reflects confidence in our community, but it also brings up to 
200 new jobs for our residents,” St. Tammany Parish President Mike Cooper said. “It’s a testament to 
the strong partnerships we’ve built, our skilled workforce, and the pro-business environment we 
continue to foster. We look forward to supporting this company’s continued growth and the positive 
impact it will have on families and our local economy for years to come.” 
 



With direct access to Interstates 10, 12, and 59, along with proximity to rail, air transportation, and 
the Port of New Orleans, St. Tammany offers the connectivity required to retain and support 
complex manufacturing and logistics operations. These assets provide companies like Textron 
Systems with the ability to efficiently move materials and products while maintaining operational 
flexibility in a competitive global environment. 
 
“Through partnerships with companies like Textron Systems, one of Louisiana’s leading defense 
manufacturers and a key player in the global defense industry, the city of Slidell is positioning itself as 
a regional hub for defense manufacturing,” President and CEO of St. Tammany Economic 
Development Corporation Russell Richardson said. “This project leverages St. Tammany’s strategic 
infrastructure to attract and retain high-wage jobs, strengthen our tax base, and enhance the 
region’s long-term competitiveness while further establishing the Northshore as a destination for 
advanced defense manufacturing.” 
 
Orleans Parish  
 
In Orleans Parish, Textron Systems will expand employment at its shipyard facility, located at 19401 
Chef Menteur Hwy in New Orleans, where it designs and manufactures the Ship-to-Shore Connector 
for the U.S. Navy. The expansion will support continued production of critical naval systems at the 
site. The project is expected to create 22 direct new jobs with an average annual salary of $70,955, 
which is approximately 5% above the average Orleans Parish wage. LED estimates the project will 
result in an additional 26 indirect new jobs.  
 
“We’re proud to welcome Textron’s Orleans Shipyard project to New Orleans East," Deputy Mayor of 
Economic Development for the City of New Orleans, Dr. Jenny Mains said. "This project brings new 
jobs, strengthens our local economy, and highlights our city’s role as a hub for innovation and 
industry.”  
 
Register here to be notified about Textron Systems job opportunities, hiring events and news 
updates. Louisiana companies, make sure your business is registered at SourceLouisiana.com to 
enter the pipeline for contract and vendor opportunities with development projects statewide. 
 
To learn more about Textron Systems, visit their website at textronsystems.com.  
 
About Textron Systems Corporation 
Textron Systems is a world leader in uncrewed air, surface and land products, services and support 
founded on the combined expertise in our family of brands that includes Textron Systems, Howe & 
Howe, Lycoming, and ATAC. We harness the unlimited power of teamwork to solve incredible 
problems across seven specialized domains: air, land, sea, propulsion, weapon systems, electronic 
systems and test, training & simulation. From product development and manufacturing to training, 
operations and support, we integrate and offer ingenious and advanced solutions to support 
defense, aerospace, and other customer missions. For more information visit, textronsystems.com.  
 
About St. Tammany Economic Development Corporation 
As the economic development organization for St. Tammany, St. Tammany Economic Development 
Corporation (St. Tammany EDC) serves as the comprehensive resource center for business services 
throughout the parish. St. Tammany EDC’s services include business retention, site selection, 
workforce development, research and data services, state and local incentives, business attraction, 
talent retention, certified site development, relocation support, and marketing St. Tammany. Since 
the organization’s launch in 2018, St. Tammany EDC facilitated business expansion and attraction 
announcements representing over $437.48 million in capital investment and 3,335 new and retained 
jobs in St. Tammany Parish. For more information about St. Tammany EDC, visit sttammanyedc.org. 

https://opportunities.ledfaststart.com/global/en/leadpage?formId=eujlmdl3fkv0etopqshn7uajsu&eventScheduleId=69c54f686c359490e5422085
https://louisiana.supplierone.co/
https://www.textronsystems.com/
https://www.textronsystems.com/
https://sttammanyedc.org/st-tammany-job-connect?hs_preview=RUQMajDf-173648055897


 
MEDIA CONTACT: 
 
Rachel Zurilla 
Manager External Communications 
Textron Systems 
rzurilla@textronsystems.com 
410.628.3444 
 
Kristin Durand 
Director of Communications and Public Information Officer 
St. Tammany Economic Development Corporation 
kdurand@sttammanyedc.org  
985.809.7874 
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